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'BUS?%E Iverson Ng (AD in CPRJ 2013)

One of the best decisions in my life is to focus on learning one language throughout
the whole semester.

As a Master’s student specialising EU-Russia relations at the University of Tartu in Esto-
niq, it is indeed crucial for me to know the language.
So | decided to study in Voronezh, a Russian city
where a few people can speak English.

In the beginning of the semester, it is unavoidable to
hang out with classmates from abroad. Although it
was not my primitive goal, it took tfime to find out a
work-life balance. | was glad to live with someone
who was dedicated to learn Russian.

At first | struggled to get used to Voronezh as a Rus-
sian city with fewer foreigners compared to big cities
like Moscow and St. Petersburg.

Internqhonql V|bes Iocal focus

Nonetheless, it was astonishing to get acquainted
with classmates who had already lived abroad before they came to Voronezh as
exchange students.

Cliché it may sound, it's almost compulsory to drink
. with Russians if anyone wants to make friends from
Russia and learn their language. While I'm not
encouraging anyone to drink irresponsibly, taking a
shot or two of vodka would be a friendly gesture to

| show that you are engaging with their local customs.

Personally, it was easier for me to speak Russian after
Drink for courage, party for locals taking a small sip of vodka. | still remembered how
exciting it was to knock on my neighbours’ doors so
as to invite Russian friends to come to my flat party. With my broken Russian, | some-
how managed to communicate with them because both of us made efforts to
understand each other. That's the key to learn a language.

As | rushed through all the grammatical items in Russian to
prepare for the state-level Russian language exams, | met a
local who did not speak English at all. | was so glad that |
could communicate with someone by using a new lan-
guage | acquired during the exchange semester. We also
bonded with each other emotionally. | believe that this is
the key to understand a language-you learn a language
through love, not just by reading books.

To this end, | want to challenge you all to study abroad, and
find a place where you don’t understand its language at

y

all! Language partner

Bcero xopotuero! (All the best!)



KR BEIEE

m RRESBERE
@ 2018E5F)1218

EERRREBEFRE -

188 | OOTUED

HE—BREHNB L
= RAERNHERZ
ey A BB HE ERORS
T e BERASD BEHO

R S
20184 56)20

wa S ST 73
201849F 1902 11F120 [

B e - Y

RETNEZ
BFRTEN
EIH A0 B &
ﬁﬁk
7% 2% ST SIBTE - B IR S ROk
g RO -
SHEMH2003 - SEHEEBHE

hpshccalumni@hkuspace-plk.hku.hk
BRESFIBSHEELRTE
OF) BEHDIVE R -

| f| HPSHCCAA Q

@hpshcc_aa TEL:3923 7061



